4. PARVATHI BORN AS TBATATHAKAI

Malayadhwaja Pandya, son of Kulasekhara
Pandya, succeeded his father to the Kingdom,-Like his
father, he was an ardent devotee of Lord siva and was
ruling the Kingdom according to the tenets of Dharma.
His wife was Kanchanamalai, daughter of Surasena, a
Chola king. Malay'adhawaja had no offspring for a long
time. He therefore, performed ninetynine Aswametha
yagas and started the hundredth also. Then Indira,
fearing that, on completion of the hundredth yaga,  the
Pandya king would oust him from power and become
Indira himself, advised the pandya king to perform the
puthra Kameshti yaga for getting an offspring.
Malayadhwaja performed that yaga and, much to his
delight, there appeared from the sacrificial fire a girl
child of three years. The beauty of the child defied
description as she was an Avatar of Goddess Parvathi.
The child straightaway walked into the lap of the queen
who was seated by the side 'of the king. The ecstasy of
thus getting a child was, however, marred on finding that
the child had three breasts instead of the normal two. He,
therefore, felt sad but, the voice of Lord was heard
saying that the king should not worry about the unusual
feature as it would disappear the moment the girl set
Her eyes on Her would-be husband. He also said that
the King should give the child all the train/ng that would
normally be given to a boy and that the child should be
called THATATHAKAI. The king was immensely pleased.

In due course, THATATHAKAI completed Her
studies and training. The king crowned Her as the ruler
of the Kingdom before he passed away.